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USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN : TE ~uthority to:

€ 0 12306 DECL® OADR
TAGS: PTER, SHUM, PINS, PE
SUBJ: (LOU) PERUVIAN SECURITY FORCES KEEPING PRESSURE ON TERRORISTS

REFS: (A) LINA $913VENOTALYY (B) LINA 1381/ CNOTAL)Y
€C) LIMA 1329 /ANOTAL)

to CU) THE CASUALTY FIGURES, PERUVIAN MILITARY AUTHORIVIES

IN THE ENERGENCY ZONE ISSUED THEIR FIRST OFFICIAL COMNNUNIQUES
ON THE LOSSES SUFFERED BY SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL) TERRORISTS

AS A RESULT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S CURRENT STEPPED-UP
OPERATIONS. COMMUNIQUE NO 86 ATTRIBUTED S84 SL DEATHS TO
SECURITY FORCES IN THE THREE-OAY PERIOD FEBRUARY 22-241
COMMUNIQUE NO 68 ADDED ANOTHER EIGHT, IN THE SANE PERIOD,

AT THE HANDS OF LOCAL VILLAGERS.

2. (C) NEITHER SET OF FIGURES COMNES CLOSE TO CASUALTY
REPORTS APPEARING IN THE PRESS, WHICH SPEAK OF SL TOLLS OF
120 PER COMBAT INCIOENT ANO OF SEVERAL HUNORED OVER A
PERIOD OF DAYS. SOME SECURITY SOURCES AND GOP OFFICIALS
APPARENTLY ARE PUTTING OUT THE WORD THAT THE TERRORISTS
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SECURITY FORCES TO MOP UP, THE RURAL POPULATION OF THE
EMERGENCY IONE, PICTURED A FEW WELXS AGO AS SYIIPATHETIC
TO, OR COERCED INTO COOPERATION BY, THE SL IS NOW 53
PORTRAYED AS EXACTING VENGEANCE ON THEIR FORMER
TORMENTORS . j

3. CLOU) ANOTHER ELEMENT ADOING TO THE CONFUSION OVER
FIGURES S THE GOVERNMENT'S OIFFICULTY IN IOENTIFYING

SL CASUALTIES. SL COMBATANTS CUSTOMARILY CARRY NO
IOENTIFICATION, GAPS [N INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION AND
FORENSIC TECHNIQUES COMPLICATE THE PROBLEM. ONE TRAGIC
ASPECT OF THE FIGHTENG INVOLVES THE RELATIVE YOUTHFULNESS
OF SOME OF THE VICTINS. SENDERO RECRUITED ACTIVELY IN
SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE EMERGENCY ZONE. CULTURAL PATTERNS
IN THE REGION CONFER THE RESPONSIBILITIES (AND CONSEQUENCES)
OF ADULTHOOD ON YOUNG PEOPLE AT MUCH EARLIER AGES THAN

"IN US SOCIETY, BUT FINOING 13 AND 14 YEAR OLOS [N ARHED

CONFLICTS S DISQUIETING FOR PERUVIANS TOO, THE FAR LEFT
TENOS TO DOWNPLAY THE SL'S RECRUITMENT PRACTICES AND INSTEAD
CONCENTRATES ON THE THEME THAT “GOVERNNENT FORCES ARE
KILLING CHILOREN." GOVERNMENT SERSITIVITY ON THIS

POINT CAN BE GAUGED BY APPEALS, SUCH AS THAT NADE B8Y
PRESIOENT BELAUNDE'S WIFE TO SENDERO TO STOP THIS
RECRUITMENT AND TO PARENTS OF STUDENTS [N THE EMERGENCY

ZONE TO BE ALERT TO RECRUITMENT EFFORTS.

W, CU) THOUGH NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO CASUALTIES IN

THE EMERGENCY 2ONE, THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSIUN
NAMED TO INVESTIGATE THE OEATHS OF EIGHT PERUVIAN
NEWSMEN CREF C) IS TO BE NADE PUBLIC ON MWARCH 4, WITH

A FULL SCALE PRESS CONFERENCE ON [TS CONTENT TO FOLLOW

ON THE STH. DISCREET LEAKS TO THE PRESS INDICATE THAT THE
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REPORT WILL EXTEND WELL BEYOND DISCLOSURE OF KNOUN
FACTS ON THE TRAGEOY AND WILL, INSTEAD, FOCUS ON_THE
SOCIOLOGICAL-CULTURAL BACKGROUND TO THi REGION, THE
TERRORIST PHENOMENON, AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
GOVERNMENT POLICY AND OPERATIONS [N THE IONE.

5. (C) COMMENT: PREMAUTURE PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS OF
VICTORY MAY BOOMERANG AGAINST THE GOVERNWENT [F INOEED
AN UNCAPTURED AND UNRERENTANT SL.J0R LEAOERSHIR SURLJYES
01GS IN, AND LIVES TO RENGY THE FIGAT: ANDTHER QAY.S §E ¢
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00 NOT SELIEVE THE GOP OR MWILITARY LEADERSHIP IS
STSELF CAUGHT UP 1N THE SPIRIT OF EUPHORIA. ARNY
LEAOERSHEP TELLS THE OAO THAT THEY THINK SL ENCLAVES
ARE ON THE OEFENSE OUT ARE LEIKELY TO RENALN A THREAT .
PUBLIC CONNENTS ASIOE, PRINE WINISTER SCHUALD'S
POLICY CONTINUES AS STATEO (N WIS ADORESS TO CONGRESS
RZASSCATING GOVERNNENT AUTHORITY IN THE ENERGENCY TONE
WHILE, SINULTARELOUSLY, ATTACKING THE REGION'S ECONONIC
AND SOCIAL OACKUARDNESS WITH CONCERTED DEVELOPNENT
CPFPORTS. END SUNNARY H
LANBERTY .
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